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job to come home and to cook and to
sew and to do the dishes and to wash
the clothes and drive the car pools.

That woman deserves better than
what we are giving her, Mr. Speaker.
She is getting abused by the big gov-
ernment crowds who favor bureaucrats
over people, and it is time that we
change it. So I think on so many of
these programs we do have to take a
look and find out how we can make the
program better. We should be able to
do that without crying foul from either
side.

Let me show a Medicare chart. In the
balanced budget agreement, the 5-year
Medicare spending does go up. This is
the balanced budget agreement. Medi-
care is approximately level. I am sure,
Mr. Speaker, we are going to be hear-
ing over and over again that balancing
the budget will cut Medicare. Do my
colleagues know why we are going to
hear that? Because it is easy to hood-
wink America’s seniors. We have peo-
ple who only have Medicare and Social
Security. It is easy to scare them. It is
not fair. It is not right. But we have a
lot of people who are willing to do that
in the U.S. Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I think again, when it
comes to seniors, when it comes to the
elderly, we owe them truth, but we also
owe them good government. And if we
can reform Medicare and keep it from
going bankrupt by strengthening it and
preserving it and protecting it, not for
the next election, but for the next gen-
eration, then we have served the elder-
ly well.

I am going to touch base on about
one more thing, Mr. Speaker, if I could
find my chart; and that is one other
program that we need to take a very,
very close look at, and that is
AmeriCorps. AmeriCorps is the pro-
gram that, at minimum, changes the
definition from volunteer, volunteer
meaning somebody who works who
does something for free, to being a vol-
unteer as somebody who gets paid from
a government bureaucracy.

AmeriCorps is President Clinton’s do-
mestic Peace Corps. Now who could
argue with that? It sounds great, right?
Well, consider this. When the President
started AmeriCorps in 1993, he said we
are only going to give it seed money;
this is not going to become a bureauc-
racy; this is going to become a lean
mean venture capital type outfit.

Well, here we are 3 years later, 4
years later. AmeriCorps is $400 million
a year. AmeriCorps spends $1.7 million
a year on PR, public relations, so that
they can get people to write Members
of Congress and say keep this impor-
tant program going. AmeriCorps volun-
teers costs taxpayers anywhere from
$26,000 to $31,000 per child per year. And
the child is a 16-, 17-, 18-year-old and
they get $1,500. Sometimes they get
uniforms. Uniforms cost anywhere
from about $150 to as high as a thou-
sand dollars. It is pure waste.

There was one case in Texas along
the border that the program issued a
$2.8 million grant, and the director of

that program received an $85,000 a year
salary. Again, Mr. Speaker, what a vol-
unteer. They have cars. They have ex-
pense accounts. They go out for lunch
on the taxpayers. It is absolutely ridic-
ulous. So Congress says, let us audit
AmeriCorps. We cannot do it. The
books are too messed up. There are too
many different disjointed records. It is
in shambles. And AmeriCorps could not
be audited.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, that we tell
the truth that, look, this program is
not working. I have one other story. A
friend of mine is volunteering for Habi-
tat for Humanity, and he is a good
friend of mine. He does lots of volun-
teer work for churches, for other
churches, for other causes. He is vol-
unteering for Habitat for Humanity, as
he always has. And AmeriCorps sends
their crew out there, their paid volun-
teers, to go work side-by-side with the
regular, the real volunteers. And he
says half the kids are over there listen-
ing to the radio talking back and forth,
smoking cigarettes, goofing off and
playing. And here we have got part-
time volunteers, executives that make
$200,000 or $300,000 a year. And they are
working their tail off. And over here
sitting on the floor is a 17-year-old get-
ting paid and he will not even work
while he is getting paid.

That is a horrible message because
what my friend told me, the Habitat
for Humanity real volunteer, he said: I
have about had it, and I am not going
to go out there and work my tail off
while some kid is getting paid for it.
He refuses to.

That is the type of program that we
have to deal with, Mr. Speaker, and we
ought to be able to say: You know,
America, we cannot afford to do every-
thing for everybody all the time as we
have been doing. It is time to balance
the budget.

I close with this, definition of a tril-
lion. We are $5 trillion in debt. If we
pulled $65 million in train cars, $65 mil-
lion per boxcar, how long would the
train have to be to have $1 trillion in
it? It would have to be 240 miles long.

Mr. Speaker, we have got a debt right
now of over $5 trillion. It is time to
balance the budget and do something
for America’s children, America’s fam-
ily, and America’s future.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. FLAKE (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today, on account of per-
sonal business.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Member (at her own
request) to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. PELOSI, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at their own

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. ROEMER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BILIRAKIS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MEEHAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GIBBONS, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. STABENOW, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at their own

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. FORBES, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KNOLLENBERG, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. POMEROY, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at their own

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. SANCHEZ, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. NEUMANN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SANDERS, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. TIERNEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. REYES, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CONDIT, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GOODE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. TURNER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SANDLIN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BOYD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mrs. MALONEY of New York, for 5

minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. BUYER) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. SNOWBARGER, for 5 minutes, on
May 16.

Mr. FOLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. HANSEN, for 5 minutes, on May

15.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM, for 5 minutes,

today and May 15.
(The following Members (at their own

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. GOODLATTE, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. GRANGER, for 5 minutes, today.
f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BUYER) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. WAMP.
Mr. OXLEY.
Mr. SOLOMON.
Mr. BUNNING.
Mr. BLUNT.
Mr. FAWELL.
Mr. GOODLING.
Mr. LAZIO of New York.
Mr. BALLENGER.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. TIERNEY) and to include
extraneous matter:)
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